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T.—Forrien PoLtrics. 


ha. th March, says that the Viceroy did 
contigo Maggies wana very rao during his short stay 
The annexation of Burmah- at Mandalay. ‘The annexation of ee 
‘med before, but the permanent annexation was prociaime 
- hg Aistegeres at Mandalay. Will the Burmese submit silently 
ihe “this, or will they make a great struggle to get rid of a permanent 
subjection ? The rulers of India seem to think differently from the 
ror The Paridarshak, of the 15th March, says that the independence 
7 of Burmah was an eyesore to England, and 
The Basweose qeoreee- so she has taken it away. The writer cannot 
yoderstand how Engiand has thrown a cost of Rs. 30,00,000 on the famine- 
stricken people of India in violation of the Queen s pledge that, except 
for preventing or repelling actual invasion of Her Majesty's Indian posses- 
sion, the resources of India shall not be applicable to defray the expenses 


PRATIEAR, 
March 5th, 1886. 


PaRIDARSHAXK, 
March 13th, 1886. 


of any military operation beyond the frontiers of India; and how a prize of - 


Rs, 3,00,000 has been awarded to the soldiers engaged in Burmah. The 
writer does not understand how England, which always acknowledges the 
great services rendered to her by native soldiers, could make a distinction 
1 the matter of distribution of the prize-money. There is no doubt 
that this distinction will rankle in the hearts of the native soldiers, who will 
never in future fight with enthusiasm. 
8. The Dainik, of the 15th March, says that all is over with Burmah. 
) The English are now anxious to get possession 
— of Thibet. Mr. Macaulay and Baboo Sarat 
Chandra Das went to China to settle the question of admitting English- 
men into Thibet. An Englishman will go to Thibet as Ambassador in 
May next. But his route has not yet been settled. There is a rumour that 
he will go oé Ladak. Is the Viceroy going to Cashmere to settle this 
question ? The writer cannot consider the admission of Englishmen into 
Thibet to be a good thing, and so he cannot approve of it. 
4. Al Punch, of the 19th March, gives a cartoon in which Burmah 
is represented as a pony, the tail of which is 
eee ee ee vibe agen as Gone John Bull is repre- 
sented as pulling the pony by the bridle and China by the tail. John Bull is 
made to say to China: ‘ Pull the pony by the tail if you like; Iam pulling 
it by the bridle.” 
2. Baboo Rakhal Chandra Banerji, who was present at the inter- 


ee view of Professor Minayeff with some 
cf Burmah. «Press #04 the annexation Bengali authors at the residence of Baboo 
m Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, writing to the 
Bangabasi, of the 20th March, says that Professor Minayeff intimated, 
through a friend, his intention of seeing Bankim Baboo. From what the 
nend said it was clear that the Professor was desirous of making his 
‘“quaintance with the leading Bengali authors. And so Baboo Bankim 
Chandra invited some of the celebrated Bengali writers to his house on the 
*ecasion. ‘The Professor is a Professor of Oriental Languages and knows 
mage The conversation was confined chiefly to literary subjects, but 
ones of his arrival in Calcutta, and the places where he had been, 
: - ject of Burmah turned up. He had been to Burmah and had come 
engal from that country. When he expressed a desire to know what 
en papers think of the annexation of Burmah, one of the invited 
: a men explained to him what the Bengali press think about the 
‘t. Those who were present did not express any view of their own, for 
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there was no occasion for it, as the Professor did not ask their opinion op the 
subject. a be se 

6. Referring to the demands of China _ in connection with Burma) 

the Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 294 

China and the British Govern March, says that Government is not prepared 
— to quarrel with China, which is 

q : » WOICH 1S a powerful 

and wealthy country, and has acquired a reputation in Europe } 

lately defeating the French. Lord Dufferin, however, may not improbably 

cause difficulties with that Power. 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


7. The Nava Medint, of the 20th March, says that the abolition 
of the Narajol outpost and its inclusion within 
The abolition of the Narajob out the Ghattal chowki will increase offences 
— like theft. Those who think that the measure 
will prove beneficial are greatly;mistaken. 
8. The Samaya, of the 22nd March, says that on last Tuesday night 
i a band of robbers entered the kouse of 
Baboo S. C. Mitrain Sukeas Street, and took 
away some ornaments valued at two thousand rupees. If these things 
occur in the metropolis, what will be the fate of the inhabitants 
of the mofussil? No investigation has been made. Great credit is no 
doubt due to the Calcutta Police. 


‘ (b)— Working of the Courts. 


9. The Pratiékdr, of the 5th March, says that Mr. Justice 
Prinsep has in his inspection report recon- 
ote, Courts of Small Causes in mended the abolition of the Courts of Small 
| Causes in Nuddea and in Jessore. The 
abolition of these Courts may result in some savings to Government. But 
has Mr. Prinsep enquired whether it will put people to inconvenience? 
Perhaps he does not care to enquire into that matter. Had the Courts been 
presided over by European Judges, it would have been difficult for 
Mr. Prinsep to recommend their abolition. 
10. The Paridarshak, of the 13th March, says that the Deputy 
Commissioner of Durrung very often illtreats 
Durrung. Pty Commissioner of his subordinates. He does not understand 
judicial business, and does not attend to 


his work. The writer hopes that he will in a short time learn to contra 
his temper. 


ll. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 18th March, says that, as Mr. J ustice 

Civil Courts in the mofussil. Prinsep has pointed out ; in his Minute 

recording the results of his inspection of the 

Civil Courts in the mofussil, the many irregularities which now exist 10 
the working of those Courts will not be removed until the number of 
munsifs and ministerial officers is increased. Considering the excessivé 
amount of work which a munsif is required to go through, it is really 
a wonder how these officers have continued to perform it. The surplus 
proceeds of court-fees are considerable, and it is hard to understand why 
Government does not apply the amount towards increasing the number 
of munsifs. That considerable irregularity occurs in the trial of suits 0 
which both parties are represented is solely due to the munsil’s want 
of time. This evil will not be remedied until these offices 
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heir present heavy work. Mr. Prinsep has 
a — a gg Het of Government fs the wretched state of the 
jst ts which the Civil Courts are held. No one needs to be told 
“" a. munsifs deserve all praise for their ability and assiduity. How 
ot Government sup press the facts set forth by Mr. Justice Prinsep in his 
P 
ae The Bangabasi, of the 20th March, says that the sale proceeds 
: of court-fees yield a large surplus after 
civil Courts in Bengal. defraying all the expenses of Civil Courts, but 
/ tl] Government does not increase the pay of the amla. Government has 
| ecently written to the High Court that 16 will take the matter into 1ts con- 
sideration after the labours of the Finance Committee come to an end. 
\fr, Prinsep in his inspection report says that a better class of men should 
be appointed amins in Civil Courts. Mistakes in surveys in big cases 
often prove greatly detrimental to the interests of the parties. The peons 
of Courts are paid by levying a fee on the parties, but these peons are often 
enployed in other works tnan in serving notices and summonses. ‘This is 
unjust. The munsifs and other judicial officers in the mofussil get exceed- 
ingly wretched accommodation for their offices. This is much to be deplored. 


Mr. Prinsep has also recommended a reduction in the rate of copying 


and comparing fees, which are at present very high. 


13. The Bhdrat Bdsi, of the 20th March, says that Government 
should direct its attention to the remarks 
which Mr. Justice Prinsep has made on the 
mofussil Courts. But before taking any active step it would be 
better to ask for the opinions of higher officers in the mofussil. 


14. The Nava Medini, of the 20th March, in continuing its article on 
Moulvie Buzlul Karim, Deputy Mae Moulvie Buzlul Karim, says that the District 
| Biitrate of Ghattal. Judge, finding the application of Srinivas 
Baboo, unaccompanied by the certificate of the Deputy Magistrate, referred 
it to him. But the Deputy Baboo wrote in reply to the reference that Srinivas 
Baboo, when requested to attend Court through a peon, had insulted the 
peon and declared that he was no longer a mukhtear of the Court; that he 
was only a junior pleader, and had only nominal practice ; and that he did 
Court work without a license for some time at the end of the year, and that 
therefore he was not fit to get a certificate of character from the presiding 
oflicer of the Court. Inreply to the first argument, the writer says that 
Srinivas Baboo was ill when:the peon called on him, and so he could not 
come, The second argument is no argument at all. Tnere is no reason why, 
because a junior pleader has no practice, he should not get a certificate of 


pereeter The third reason that he worked without a license is false. 
g 


Civil Courts in Bengal, 


men should be kept in charge of an important sub-division, and for the High 
“1 to consider whether such men should be empowered to give certificates 
I character to pleaders and mukhtears. 


15. The Sddhdrant, of the 21st March, says that the present native 


Ss eats, munsifs are the glory of natives. These 


3 | officers prove how hardworking and conscien- 
- sh are. They work day and night. They pee. finish their 
sr be e Court. They have to work at home. If after such hard 
ade ay es live in a good place, they can be cheerful. But they have 
. lik wretched hovels, some of which do not afford any protec- 
alg gel rain and the sun. Will Mr. Justice Prinsep’s remarks 


! ° . 
ayathy 3 wretcied state in his report arouse Government from its 


time for Government to consider whether such narrowminded, cowardly. 


BANGABASI, 
March 20th, 1886. 


BHARAT BasI, 
March 20th, 1886. 


Nava MEDINI, 
March 20th, 1886. 


SaDHARANI 
March 21st, 1886. 
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NaVAVIPHAEAR, 
March 22nd, 1886. 


SAMAYA, 
March 22nd, 1886, 
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16. The Navavibhdkar, of the 22nd March, says that, though 


Improvements desirable in the Civil Mr. J ustice Prinsep could not inspect the 
Courts. mofussil Courts properly on account of Want 


of time, great good will be done if the defects of the Civil Courts pointed 
out by him be removed. In consideration of the heavy work of the my). 
sifs, he has recommended an increase of their number, as well as of that ,¢ 
their amla. Owing to heavy work many munsifs have died prematurely 
Government has not listened to the repeated recommendations of the 
writer for an increase in the number of munsifs. He waits to gee what 
it will do now. Mr. Justice Prinsep has recommended an_ increase of th 
salaries of the sheristadars alone. But the writer recommends that the Salaries 
of translators and head clerks in Judges’ Courts also should be increased 
These officers have not to work less hard than sheristadars. Sir Richar 
Garth fought hard for these reforms, but in vain. Now Mr. Justice Pring 
also has pointed out the injustice of Government. Unless the salaries of the 
amla are increased, the corruption of the amla will not be at an end 
From the negligence of Government in this matter it appears that the 
Judicial Department will not improve so long as it is not separated from 
the Executive Department. Some good may also be done if the Judicial 
Secretary is selected from the Judicial Service instead of from the Exe. 
cutive Service. Mr. Justice Prinsep has recommended that the Munsifs 
should be furnished with better court-houses, and that they should be 
furnished with houses belonging to Government for living in. Are the 
munsifs lower officers than Deputy Magistrates, or is no income derived 
from the Civil Courts, that they should not be furnished with lodging-houses 
by Government like Deputy Magistrates? Mr. Justice Prinsep has 
recommended that native judicial officers shoula be exempted from taking 
down evidence. The writer says that the system was introduced because 
in the absence of that system the evidence was not recorded properly. The 
writer has no objection to the exemption of native judicial officers if 
the above difficulty be provided against. 


17. The Samaya, of the 22nd March, is of opinion that the statement 

i i that the necessity of inspecting the lower 
the Civil Courts ig dl eee Courts has been felt since the very founi- 
ation of the High Court of Calcutta in 

1862 is not true. It is well known that Mr. Latour, Mr. Torrens, 
Mr. Bayley and other Judges of Hooghly and of the 24-Pergunnahs used 
to inspect the Courts under them. If thisrule has existed for a long time, 
why has it not been carried into effect up to this time? And who isto 
blame for the non-observance of thisrule ? The writer says that it is desirable 
that such inspections suould be made by different Judges in different years; 


and that if this system be adopted the lower Courts will try their utmost to 
perform their duty satisfactorily. 


The depositions of the parties to suits and of their witnesses form the 
groundwork of a suit, and the duty of taking down these should not there- 
fore be entrusted in the hands of the petty clerks of munsif’s courts 
Most of the munsifs do not know how to write the Kaithi character, but 
in Patna, Shahabad, and in the adjoining districts almost all the busines 
is Carried on in that character. This evil may be remedied if the munsils 
are allowed to take down the depositions in English, for in that case there 
would be no possibility of misrepresentation. Mr. Justice Prinsep has blamed 
the munsifs and the Subordinate Judges for granting too many postponement, 
but does not His Lordship know how much delay is caused in deciding 9 ca 
in his own Court and in the Small Cause Court adjoining it? Bven™ 


deciding a special appeal, which can be done within half an hour, the High 
Court often takes two years. 
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ultiplicity of laws and of High Court circulars 
aggnars yp pfteneee in "the munsifs’ courts renders it impossible for a 
vs to go through his work rapidly by observing all the formalities. 
nage eoularities that are found in the matter of the execution of decrees are 
= " "he attributed to the want of time of the Judges. No good would 
| b throwing the blame on the munsifs and the Subordinate Judges ; 
sat ‘| jhese evils may be easily remedied by Government’s increasing the 
cmt of munsifs and diminishing the number of circulars. 
oe 18 The Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 22nd March, says that 
Sir Richard Garth supported the zemindars 
in the matter of = Tenancy Bill, om “pe 
‘ng their best to perpetuate his memory. They are very grateful to 
mths memorial, it is hoped, will grace the rooms of the British Indian 
be The Urdu Guide, of the 22nd March, says that Sir Alfred Lyall 
+ ok o anes has recommended Mr. Justice Straight for 
Smt shabad High Court the Chief Justiceship of the Allahabad High 
: Court. The writer recommends that Syud 
Mahmud, who officiated with credit as J udge of that Court, should be 
appointed in the place of Mr. Justice Straight. If Government does 


not appoint Syud Mahmud to the post, it will not only ignore his claims, 
but slight all Mussulmans in India. 


90, The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 23rd March, hears much against 
the Deputy Magistrate of Cutwa. The writer 

The Deputy Magistrate of jg under the impression that the Deput 
Cutwa. Magistrate 1s a good man, and he is therefore 
sorry to hear anything said against him. The responsibilities of a Deputy 
Magistrate are of a serious nature. Oftentimes a Deputy Magistrate 
becomes unpopular for doing bis duty. The writer advises him to 


become courteous to the people and at the same time to attend to his 
duties. 


(d)— Education. 


21. The Partdarshak, of the 13th March, says that Mr. Clarke is 


oa. appointing outsiders as head-masters of 
i. 


schools. This is likely to dishearten the 
| lower teachers, who serve in inconvenient localities on very inadequate 
pay. 


22. The same paper is very sorry to notice that, in selecting exam- 
iners for the primary examinations, Babu 
cig, DePuy Luspector of Schools, Naba Kishor Sen, the Deputy Inspector of 


: Schools in Sylhet, was inspired solely with a 
desire of affording pecuniary help to individuals, Some of the examiners 
have gone beyond the text-books; others have committed mistakes in 


‘citing question papers. Great care should be taken in selecting 
examiners, 


23. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 20th March, says that Sir Alfred Lyall, 


ee the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Proving 2 12 the North-Western Western Provinces, has remarked in a speech 
ap in the Agra College that in matters of 
 Ueation Bengal is a century in advance of the North-Western 


rovinces. There are many causes for this difference. | 
Aslong as the people of the North-Western Provinces do not have a likin 


o igh education, there is no hope of great improvements. Government aan 
steat indifference in the matter of the education of the people of that Province. 


SAMACHAR CHAN- 
DRIKA, 


March 22nd, 1886. 


Urpvu GUIDE, 
March 22nd, 1886, 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
March 23rd, 1886. 


PARIDARSHAK, 
March 13th, 1886. 


Barat Basi, 
March 20th, 1886. 


BHaRAT Basil, 
March 20th, 1886. 


Som PRAKASH, 
March 22nd, 1856. 


Uapv GUIDE, 
March 25th, 1586. 


BHaRaT Bast, 
March 20th, 1886. 
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Tn appointing officers, Government does not look to their qualifications, bn 
posts are given to flatterers and to those who can spend money, Ever 
officer has one or the other defect. From Subordinate Judges to munsi 
no one is without faults. The only cause of all this is want of educatio, 
An educated man can well understand his own responsibility anq at 
accordingly. The Government of the North-Western Provinces should 
particularly see that properly educated men are appointed to al] Offices 
under Government. : 
94, The same paper says that the Maharajah of Durbhunga },, 
Female medical school at Dar- proposed to establish a female medical sch,y| 
bhunga. at Durbhunga. A dispensary and a hospital 
will be attached to the school. The Maharajah has undertaken to defray all 
the cost of this establishment. It would have been better if the Maharaja 
had placed the money required for this purpose in the hands of the authorities 
of the Calcutta Medical College for the education of females instead of 
founding a school himself. 1u small schools there cannot be facilities fy 
teaching all subjects. 
25. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 22nd March, say; 
The text-books in history for the that, though Baboo Romesh Chunder Dutt’s 
middle vernacular examination. history of India, which has been fixed ag 
a text-book for the middle vernacular examination, is a good book, the 
portion of it treating of the Hindu period is not suited to the capacit 
of boys of tender years. it will be also very inconvenient for candidate; 
for that examination to purchase two historical text-books—one for reading 
the Hindu and Mussulman period, and another for reading the British 
eriod. 
: 26. The Urdu Guide, of the 25th March, referring to a grant of 
The Bengal Government and the land and of asum of 40 lakhs of rupees b 
education of Mussulmans. the Bombay Government for the building 
of a college for Mussulmans, says that the prayer of the Mussul- 
mans of Bengal for the establishment of scholarships for Mussulman 
students for the appointment of Mussulman Inspectors of Schools and 


for the construction of boarding houses for Mussulman students has been 
rejected by Sir Rivers Thompson. 


(e).—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


27. The Bhdrat Rdsi, of the 20th March, says that Governmen! 


are officers are trying their utmost to destroy 
oa Sees ee the ichinendanes of the Caleutta Municipality. 
For this purpose the Lieutenant-Governor last year appointed a Commis 
sion in a most arbitrary manner. For this purpose Mr. Justice Cunningham 
and his followers have founded a Health Association in opposition to the 
Municipality. A Bill for the amalgamation of the Suburbs with Calcutta 
and the establishment of a municipality of a hodge-podge kind is bew 
framed by Government for this purpose. 

The subject of the sanitation of Calcutta has turned the heads of the 
rulers of Bengal. They are trying to make Calcutta the abode of immor! 
men. Because two thousand men died in one year of cholera they are seeing 
visions of cholera and typhoid everywhere. For a century the Municipally 
of Calcutta was in the hands of Government. During this time all the 
money collected from the town was applied for laying out pleasure-grounds for 
Englishmen and for turning Chowringhee into an abode of Indra; but 
nothing was done for the native quarters. But since the natives have taken 
into their hands the management of the municipality, a large portion 0 
money has been spent for repairing the roads and clearing the drains 0 
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+. has made the municipality an eyesore to the English. 
ae ag ik Commissioners is that the municipality asked 
pe eae to pay for the Calcutta police. The Municipality has no hand 
coe administration of the police, but is made to pay for 1t. 
os 98 The Sanjivant, of the 20th March, says that lists of voters are 
on being drawn up for the election of the 
ofussil municipalities. members of Union Committees; but the 


| savistrates are trying hard to destroy the system of Self-Government. In 


laces members are being elected without proper notice being given; 
; a places attempts are being made to prevent all able men from 


becoming members. If good men are not elected as members, the system is 


cure to fail. The manner in which the sub-divisional officer of Kushtea has 
jrawn up the list of members makes it the duty of Government to enquire into 


+ A correspondent writes that the village chowkidars of Jaduboyra, station 


Bhaluka, said that the Magistrate had ordered all the punchayets to be 
present at the station on the morning of the 24th Falgun. In some places 


~ the landowners were also ordered to be present at the station. Accordingly 


the punchayets went to the station at the appointed time and awaited his 
rorship’s arrival. At last news was received that the Magistrate would 
come on Tuesday. The villagers went away at about 1 o’clock. On 
Tuesday about 500 men came to the'station and waited for the arrival of 
the Magistrate. But at last they were told by the police officer that his 
worship would not come, and that the names of those villagers who paid more 
than Rs. 82 as rent or whose income exceeded Rs. 240 a year were to be 
registered by himself in the absence of the Magistrate. The names were put 
down in a register in a very off-hand way, and they all returned home at 3 
or 4 o'clock. 
29. The Dainik, of the 22nd March, says that Sir Rivers Thompson 
Sir Rivers Thompson and the 18 telling people that he has spent five years 


—— ee of his administration for the improvement of the 
public health of Bengal, while he has only opened an extension of the water- 


works in Calcutta and ruined the Calcutta Municipality. But Sir Rivers 
should have thought that Calcutta is not Bengal, and that by supplying Calcutta 
with good drinkable water the he has not benefited the mofussil people in 
the least. Like the so called patriots of Bengal, the Government is full of 


empty words, and the mofussil people have little hope of their sanitation 


being attended to by Government. 
- 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


30. The Bharat Mihir, of the 18th March, is glad to hear that the 


The Board of Boar : ; 
Weg boert. of Revenue and the ard of Revenue will restore to the Maharani 


3 of Tikari all her private property, of which 
she was dispossessed by it, because it is so seldom that the officials show their 


willingness to rectify any mistakes whi 
Sess which they may have made 
these are pointed out to them. / ’ re Yarn 


31, The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 20th March, says that in the pergunnah 
The ryots and the Tenaney Act. of ig in the north of Dacca, and in 
ih ee i dad some places in Vikrampore also, the ryots have 


th accept rent receipts, because they think that 
A arid oe has given them many important rights ane should be 
orm oe e receipts. The officers of the zemindars are trying their 
nin hells ; Eyes haserstens their rights, but in vain. The discontent 
he necessity of Ket agious disease. The writer urges on the Government 


g early steps to make the meaning of the T 
people, otherwise th 
greatly by the lead fave ses e peace of the country will suffer 


SANJIVANI, 
March 20th, 1886. 


DAINIE, 
March 22nd, 1886. 


BuaRat MIHIR, 
March 18th, 1886, 


SABASVAT PATRA, 
March 20th, 188: 
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82. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 20th March, says that a proposal }, 
been made to restore the estate of Tikar| + 
the Maharani. It is a happy thing that » 
° ° ne 
Board of Revenue has at last found out its mistake. The Maharan; hag 
lost one of her sons on account of her property being taken under 4, 
management of the Court of Wards, and she might also have lost he ifs 
had it remained in its hands for along time. Cannot a criminal cage be 
instituted against the able Collector who gave the Maharani 0 much 
trouble ? 
33. A correspondent of the Sédharani, of the 22nd March, says tha 
‘ oe English manager of the estate of the late 
an” late "Babee Isvarchandra Roy Tnsvarchandra Roy Chowdhry lives Com. 
Cnowdhry. fortably, but the minor, Kumar Sharatchund;, 
Roy Chowdhry, cannot obtain a sitting room. The minor has to depenj 
for everything upon the manager, who cannot be easily pleased, Th 
elephants belonging to the estate cannot be obtained from him on occasions 
of ceremonies. If money is wanted from him on occasions of ceremonies 
he deducts from the amount asked for. Half the dwelling howe 
is occupied by him. Though he has been manager for the last 1; 
years, no improvement has taken place in the condition of the estate, 
The manager is so experienced that when a dispute arose as to which 
of the two Ranis should perform the shradh of Baboo Isvarchandra 
the Manager wanted to settle the dispute by performing the ceremony 
himself. 
34, A correspondent of the Daznzk, of the 24th March, says that the 
Agrarian difficulties in Yalyats of Berbakpore, a pergunnah in Rajshabye, 
Rajshashye. have refused to pay rent on the rent receipts given 
by zemindars in the form prescribed by the Tenancy Act. They have asked 
the sub-divisional officer to take such steps that the peace of the locality may 
not be disturbed. They are commiting all sorts of oppression on those who 
are willing to pay their rents. A refractory spirit is spreading far and wide 
like an infection. A head-constable and six constables have been sent to the 
place. ‘The zemindars have with difficulty paid the Pass instalment of their 


revenue from their own pockets, They do not know how to pay the Chait 
instalment. 


The Tikari estate. 


(7) — Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


35. The Paridarshak, of the 18th March, draws the attention of 
is aesid an Meee Mr. Porten to the action of the District Engi- 
neer, Priya Nath Baboo, who is filling up all 
excavations made for bridges and culverts on the Churkhai road with a view 
to curtail expenditure. He has filled up the Seola canal with 20 feet 
of earth, and stopped the navigation of the canal to the great inconvenience 
of the people. The drainage of a large tract-of land on the other side of 
the road too has been obstructed. 
386. The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd March, notices the oe 
Oppression by a of the case of oppression on the part of 3 
State Railway. ae Guard of the southern division of the 
Bengal State Railway. A gentleman, named Baboo Ram Chunder Das, 
put his young sister into the carriage set apart for females, and 
himself got into the next carriage at the Sonarpore station on the “th 
March, A Guard, named Mahadev Chandra Chatterjea, entered the 
carriage and told the females to show their tickets. Everybody in the 
carriage did so, except Ram Baboo’s sister, who said that her ticket 4 
with her brother, who was in another carriage. At this the Guard said that 
there was another carriage for females who cannot show their tickets, 4 
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o that carriage. The wily Guard took the young girl to 
Pan oD vee and after Searing her there went on his business. But 
his yh on finding no other woman there understood the Guard’s evil motive 
sy back to the carriage of the females in alarm. The Guard after 
« ondert for starting the train came back to his brake-van, but found 
any Be object had been baffled. Ram Chunder did not then hear anything 
m + the matter. But when he got down at the Garia station, 
ait to the carriage in which he had left his sister, he heard all the 
varticulars of the case from her. He informed the Station Master of all 
sis Then a great uproar arose. The Station Master of Garia wrote to 
the Traffic Superintendent informing him of all the particulars of the case. 
Ram Chundra Baboo himself submitted a petition to the Traffic Superintend- 
ont, He has been informed that enquiries will be made into the matter. 
But though 15 days have elapsed since that time, the results of the enquiries 
are not yet known. 
97, The Navavibhakar, of —- 92nd — aay that the — extent 
; ., Of railways in Eengal appears really disgrace- 
Bagl egtueeatecranten ful hes seenated with the large income of 
the province. It is also disgraceful that, notwithstanding its large income, 
the Bengal Government has to take loans bearing interest from the Supreme 
Government. The Bengal Government has had to borrow 5 crores and &0 
lakhs of rupees from the Supreme Government for the excavation of 
canals, and for this sum it has to pay annually Rs. 22,12,626 as interest. 
Ifthe Bengal Government had not had to pay half of its income of 18 
crores of rupees to the Supreme Government, it would not have had to 
borrow money from the Supreme Government and pay interest forit. It is 
evident that famines may be prevented by adequate arrangements for 
irrigation. For purposes, of irrigation, if for no other purpose, the canals of 
Bengal should be extended. The income of Bengal and the area of arable 
land in it are larger than those of other provinces. But the irrigation work 
of Bengal is insignificant when compared with the irrigation work of other 
provinces. Because the Bengal Government is not independent of the 


Supreme Government, it cannot effect desirable improvements in any 
matter. 


(h)— General. 


38 The Pratikér, of the 5th March, says that Lord Dufferin is a 


aang politician of deep cunning. He wants to buy 


: the good-will of the people with honied words 
and to have his own way in matters of administration. But are the people of 


India so stupid that they will fail to understand what he means ? 


33. The Paridarshak, of the 18th March, says that the rulers of 
Oh India look to their own comfort only. Some 
— | disgrace the courts of justice by showing 
partiality to their countrymen; others live comfortably in the hills, forget- 
ull of their duties. Can any one say with these facts before him that the 
people of this countr 


are living under th iesty. 
if aland mat re living under the rule of Her Majesty. the Queen 


ry white man in India is aking stork, who owns no 


‘uperior. The tes gardens are hot beds of oppression. Nobody. can protest 
azainst the actions 


gid gene: 4 a There is no law in this country, and 
im le litule law that there is into . 
pice to help them, an engine of oppression, with the 


40. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 17th March, says that when the 
SR a work of the post-masters has increased: 
oan their pay should be proportionate to their 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
March 22nd, 1886. 


PRATIKAR, 
March 6th, 1886. 


PARIDARSHAK, 
March 13th, 1886. 


HInDu Ranyika, 
March 17th, 1886. 
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51. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 18th March, says that Europeans ; 
British Burmah have, it would seem, rendered 
Upper Burmah and the income- 4 very meritorious service by Supporting th 
sae annexation of Upper Burmah by the British 
Government. The Viceroy has ordered that the income-tax will not for 
a year be levied in Burmah. It is strange that the very people whog 
clamour lead Government to drain the exchequer by the annexation ¢ 
Burmah and to impose an income-tax to make good the loss should he 
exempted from taxation. | 

42. The same paper says that the late reception of the Viceroy 

The Viceroy’s reception at | at Madras, like that which was subsequently 
Madras. accorded to him at Calcutta, was one ors.. 
nised by the officials at the cost of Government. The native gentlemen 
of Madras did well in not taking any part in the reception. But whe 
is the remedy when the people’s money is thus spent against their wish? 
How did Government venture at this time of financial difficulty to incy 
expenditure for the reception of the Viceroy ? 

43. The same paper sarcastically remarks that the refusal of Govern. 
ment to permit Dhuleep Singh when fe 
comes to India to visit the Punjab or t 
move about the country at his pleasure is just indeed, for how could q 
person who had been deprived of his kingdom for the peace of the Indian 
Empire be granted such permission? It is difficult to understand why 
Government should be so unwilling to look upon the unfortunate Dhuleep 
Singh with favour. : 

44. The Bharat Mitra, of the 18th March, says that Government's 
requiring Maharajah Dhuleep Singh not to 
_, Covernment and Maharajah Dhuleep jive in the Punjab, but in a place to be 

— selected by itself, proves its distrust of natives, 

45. A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Praledsh, of the 18th 
March, says that the-establisbment of a post 
office at Tulsighata in Gaibanda has become 
absolutely necessary. There is only a letter-box in this place. Ifa 
branch post office is established, it is sure to pay, as its jurisdiction wil 
comprise the villages of Manoharpur and Balamjhar. 


46. The Surabhi and Patdkd, referring to the statement of the 
Indian witnesses and the Committee Under-Secretary of ‘State for India that pro 
of Enquiry. vision has been made for the defraying of 
the expenses of the witnesses who will go from India to give evidence 
before the Committee of Enquiry, says that there can be no doubt that 
much benefit may be expected from the giving of evidence by natives 
before the Committee. A strong agitation should be made by Indians 
about their admission into the Civil Service. It will be a very alara- 
ing thing if Government is entrusted with the selection of the Indian 
witnesses who will give evidence before the Committee. Men of the type 
of Rajah Shivaprasad are the favourites of Government. 


47. The same paper says that probably Mr. Gladstone will be 

is eae ees defeated like Lord Salisbury on his Insh 
i | policy. News has been received that Messrs 
Chamberlain and Trevelyan have resigned on account of their disagreement 


with Mr. Gladstone’s proposal. Even if Mr. Gladstone’s proposals art 
rejected, the Irish difficulty will not be at an end. 


48. The same paper says that Lord Kimberley has done wrong !2 

Lord Kimberley and the Committee eXpressing the views of Government on the 
of Enquiry. administration of India before the appolll 
ment of the Committee of Hnquiry. The opinion of the Members of the 


Dhuleep Singh. 


A post office at Tulsighata. 
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1) bei by this expression of views. When Govern- 
Committee will ben ee nion’ that there are no defects in the adminis- 
ment ma t adia the Committee will not try to find out defects in it. 
trate berle has said :—‘* Events had shown that England might well 
Lord me of the Indian Civil Service.” But Indians are aware of the 
© defects of the Civilians. But Lord Kiwberley has said that they 
age -vof the English Government. ‘There can be also no doubt 
are the g M if try his best to make the Committee believe thie. 1t being 
that he be easily imagined what great reforms in the Civil Service 
a0) be expected from the Committee. From the statements made by 
ae s tiaberiey regarding the work of the Committee, it cannot be hoped 
ange ood will be done by its enquiries. If the grievances of Indians 
es ny the defects of British administration cannot be removed, Indians 
on dears say that no benefit has been derived from the appointment of 
we - nthe Bangabdsi, of the 20th March, says that Maharani Swarna- 
- mayi is going to " a _ or vr et 
accommodation of female medical students 
ata cost of Rs. 1,50,000. The building will be finished in a short time. 
But there are no female students, and to induce female students to join 
the Medical College, facilities are being thrown in their way by the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

50. The Sanjtvani, of the 20th March, says that the preparations 
that were made for the reception of His 
Excellency at Madras were wholly at the 
expense of the Local Government. The inhabitants of Madras have not 
paid for them. In the address which was presented by the people of 
Madras, none of the acts of Uis Excellency was supported; but the 
duties of His Excellency were clearly pointed out. The character in 
which His Excellency has become known has made it necessary that 
the expenses for His Hixcellency’s reception should in all cases be borne by 
the Local Governments. It should be borne in mind in this connection that 
| the income-tax has been imposed for want of money. 

51. The same paper says that the English are acting arbitrarily in 


an various ways. ‘he people sometimes suffer 

| : from their unjust measures, and sometimes from 
their illegal conduct. The Assamese are now suffering a great deal from 
the latter cause. From time immemorial the Assamese have appropriated 
for their own use the timber and trees that are swept away by the rapid 
current of the rivers of their hilly province. Now that Government has 


gained possession of the whole of Assam, it has established its rights 
to such drift timber also. 


Female medical students in Bengal. 


Reception of the Viceroy at Madras. 


02. In noticing that Government has agreed to enlist as Volunteers all 
a ee nations except the Indians, the same paper says 


: that it is the greatest of indignities that can be 
putupon a nation. Did not Lord Dufferin feel shame to declare that Govern- 


ment would not be able to make arrangements for enlisting the natives as 


Volunteers? This insincerity can arouse nothing but hatred in the minds 
of the people. Government has no objection to enlist the Jews as Volun- 
teers, butit objects to enlist the Indians. The hearts of the people are 
“ing gradually alienated by actions of Government like these. 


o3. ‘The same paper says that the fault for which Baboo Girish 


ais Chandra, the Junior Pleader of Dacca, has 
eutenant-Governon © 24 the been dismissed is known to all, The people 


te = _ , of East Bengal have shown great indepen- 
nce of spirit by appointing Girish Baboo as pleader for the Dacca 


BANGABASI, | 
March 20th, 1886. 


SANJIVANI, 
March 20th, 1886. 


SANJIVANI. 


SAaNJIVANI, 


SANJIVANI, 


Ym. 


, 
ys 
ry 
z 
% 
a 
4 
o* ~ 
q % 
, 8 
4 j 
“"y - 
‘ 
} 
7 ¥ 
SZ * 
- es > 
a 
ag ? 7 
‘g 
g : 
Re nd 
+8 ~ i 
vy , 
= = 
a 
a se 
x - ie 
Ys oy ti 
oar fk 
“ ee 
¥. ‘ . 
‘Tee 
} . 
ee 
é ; 
* ‘ 
a. é 
+ ys 
, “ee 
ba é 
55 
“o $i z 
. “ > 
hs, 
Rak cae 
» ees 
oe padi, 
64 
<4 ey. 
“a 3 
i 
oe > . 
“7 
Le 
. 
ee 
‘ae 
; +, } 
¥ “y 
Ye : 
: 2 , 
} i 
q 5 
; ae Me 
Se # 
= 
Si Fe 
= 


apy Dae “+ " 
a Ts ee <4 . 
wet ipege: fe 
i tn Spee ee one 
SS Seyhg~ eI Oo a ee a > 
La On uss ta ae 
ae Piahgpce! 38 ae sabe 
ath Mpg ae ARN ‘ 
sabes. om alg ligt 
9c 2% 2g er es ~ 


Pe ee < 
Repcohect ie 


‘ 
: : ‘ a 3 
3 


2 - e oe 2 weer et, eae - 
. . . . bs i ee Sige ht per a biel ie ‘ - 2 OS a “a vaety oe te +> 
aba Sia x ’ ” ie ee ee ree 2% in Fe ae Bee, whee He rie eee Feat oa eee =i ns sasials 35, nf er ay a ese ee ; sor Deans os tek 
8 AE RRS La gl ad ar 1 seca wt digs ee er eee re wk o yt aN NEwE 2 aaa > * Pe. 0 HM ee ee err. us ah ee Nate as oe 1 m 2= . pan enc * aon 
ae 0 at. ae “ " “Oe ” S. are 2 eee ns 5's a oh wt pf n me ~ - . , ” 2 ies - (4 . 4 ‘ 
_ MP ee sles e. ae a nO : oe Ie a ac, te cach gee Senin ad gt Bair 2 ata stance AI at phage oY ; , aa ja Sp he a A TRL white pt tte? RCE SS RMI a olay ; . ” p 
: - oer ve Cs ae re tat ey . : Pe : , ared ot ee —— oe he a ~ a> ese : 4 . . loa ' “ bat sehen eee “3 wm » » aegis vee fe. 32 al vine aia, ned ap oat ares VS IN ad Brwx, z d . ; » _ 1 one - ; 5 ie iis (3 a ? 1% 
ee > pat . Paw. . wa ae We Soe. se ns ae 7 - . . " a. os * fee hibit " eT ; 7 5 rs: ‘ B eS eo = en ead “ m -_ : “3 _ % an Pest Piatti a : ets 
— aaa a - iy ; ner anes want te - Ranches? 2 BY OR SI A SIEM MEE LOBE PEI ERS : ae pa ay oe mp aie cots ns dlinie <haheisinsiona 1 lua apes aye Spine Ragas I 2 ite ESE AIRY SRS SS MO a ee cea Nee ee Ee ; ei ‘ 
' ne ; ° , ere oer RE SN OE HAT > a saghen-y xed aprato” - pasece , syne = rane id a a AE Te Oa ar eee a ee SI ae Sethe ture be: “all ia . See gah Pe oe ‘ * 
‘ - oe Ol : wee rem per 4 PE —_ . renee dig ies aoe is ee rata tiwag Bi. “aby. Maciets 
we te® . — eis as ia an , Baad ‘ . c * a x a eee Fp in Bites ate SR dS Sh Oe BR Or PR PE Aa vie CBee a Ne: - ~s eS aw wonton moet z n tie . . wala 
t ’ = he tts Pel , . 2 MT ap ee ote ee . ha rica ionte ae Me a A ; ; : x : Neekenstet heat EEO OOP ES errs: it se Sears oe Sg eS Ce ae — sia aad 
Ses yi; 4 wb * ; . ] sd Biss wilt, Sie Pe ee S . weet a Si aan Oe ee ee a oS : 4 Li, ‘* i he <_le ' a pee ee eA eres ae P Eg pee joe ee Sry or see oat +) ie en Oe . $. 1 vy 
se sc: p= gga SINTER EF SOR 3 ee ee ne es BS ta aka . aati kik = ne ern 4 . r “an 5 oe aE ; Taio : 
> yy er “Seely 5 cage belie . eee ere ae 25 x cal pie ” ‘ , 
é . : : é . => Ta get “ee ; ‘ 
Saga into Ake Spy ; i. ge . 5 cal Mapa we: eee = 8 
* : ; ; 5 Ph we 
~ , a a Pe oe : ey 


—_ at eee — ’ 
: ee 
= Bera al . 
er 
As Bee 
Sas Sale 
PAK ee: : 
*, 2 » 5 r ae. i > om emt: Send id BR ‘ “he foo , onis i aditceeenet oe: Wad . eae 
woh ¥ —- — a F ge ~ Test Ayes be Pg Ae ee) ~ he whe te RR ORS ee ei: EE Ih Oe Se Pera)” Re ee be» “+ ge 
. 4 cigs bc a ams Conia b a By oh ye arp” : eS Sie ve are We ets Sian = o heal peta ak oe ms" paps oy DS ae SRF IRS ees eee Pees ot Me) ms t ¥ 
ie TEA ° . E + . se - . a 3: ‘i ~~ Pita ates y 5 : : : 
ee SR ft oy Re b ’ Nghe ~ She a ee ae. ea is 8 wt hen: Wes ee beck bs Jo ae J 
_ ay: ° : > F ee ee -F ; t ” . - S $ 
re ee ‘ ee COM whee i % ‘ y . ‘ ua . ed 
ay. & 4 Sets 8: hibits. eet ee be ies ig ; BPE TERPS ys ine ee EK oh ‘ 7 . * Si matinsatia pr deatrsn . . « 
ago: ae tears. eh). ideo ty att sce ult athe ARERR AGIA RE wth oe ay 4 ‘ . pen se ee aE i“ won spies B 
ig % Satie, 9 , p ee 4 re ‘ piece nn kt CN IER RA AAA: ines joe “4 Prange) : _ ‘ eee a Aa ee Sa yfl tty Pay .s I 
ances haat - X ; ‘ ame!” Sx, eg) ate tee si a ee he iD heed “eye ids Fine 
i ak an SE oe " : ‘ — * : : F 
ae ‘ 4 » —— - 4 s » ” i * . oh 
~ ; RT FO Oey Ae &< 2 ae ~ fae — tng De aa? a 
re . ei ‘ Ss haede tS ag ae" = ° I a a ER . on 
st eae ee SN . cae i aa “ % 


PENS Sea AES.  3 i BOL aS ESS 
Pia oe 2 ee oe oe Beis 
=z 4 te 4 wo an ay g a 
GEE LEE RE TOBE RM 8 is ie a ee 
oa 2: Same Sinise 89 = a 6 a ied ancnd walieaek dpuseel 
“ as ’ hid Tie nm On meh . 
6 ; 3s ae 


mipgape a en 


SaNJIVANIT, 


March 20th, 1886, 


BHARAT Bast, 


March 20th, 1886, 


( 370 ) 


Municipality. Rupees 270 were spent from the Municipal fund f, th 
reception of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. Baboo Prites e 
Kumar Basu, m.4., one of the rate-payers of the Dacca Municipality be 
issued a notice to the Chairman of the said municipality, urging him to refung 
the money from his own pocket within one month from the date of the 
service of the notice. ' 

54. The same paper says that, partly owing to misrule and parl 

to their own faults, the people 
gradually becoming poorer and poorer, Thou- 
sands are dying in famines. The gradual increase of the expenses of Govern. 
ment has become utterly unbearable. The present system of Government can: 
not last for a long time. Parliament has given an Opportunity to the 
people for proving the excessiveness of the expenditure of 
The people therefore should not remain silent at this moment. 

The excessive cost of litigation is one of the points to which the 
attention of the Parliamentary Committee should be directed. The injustice 
which is often done in the criminal courts, and the unprincipled conduct of 
the police officers, show that these need reform. The extension of the jy 
system and the sending of representatives to the Legislative Councjj 
are also questions which should be attended to. 

The Under-Secretary of State for India has said that Government 
will not be unwilling to bear the expenses of those who may go to 
England to explain to the Committee the real state of things in 
India. Those who know the particulars of the Indian administration should 
not conceai the truth for fear of Government officers. 

55. The Bharat Last, of the 20th March, says that as it has been 


Pane settled that the Committee which has beep 
Administration of India. 


appointed for enquiring into the administration 
of India will hold its sittings in England, it 1s incumbent on the 


people of India to see that their wants and grievances may be 
properly represented before the Committee. The writer therefore urges on 
all the political institutions of this country the necessity of sending 
petitions, setting forth the wants and grievances of the people and ther 
own views on those matters. 

Two things are necessary for the good government of a country, 
namely—justice and unselfishness. It is the first duty of the Committee to 
see how far these principles are observed by the English rulers of India 
As to whether India is being governed according to justice, it would 
be evident from the fact that the English have made a monopoly of all the 
high posts in India. There is not a single native member in the India 
Council. hose who say that there is no native who is capable of holding 
this office but misrepresent matiers. Then comes the Legislative 
Council of India. Though there are two native members in this Counc, 
the English civilians have made a monopoly of all those posts in ths 
Council to which a salary of Rs. 80,000 is attached. What has been said 
regarding the Legislative Council of India is equally applicable to the 
Provincial Legislative Councils. 

As regards the Government. offices also, though there 1s 10 want 0 
properly educated men in the country, Government does not trust them. 
Some time ago, in answer to a question asked by Mr. Bright, a states 
was made in Parliament that Rs. 11,00,00,000 are given as pay to me 
English officers of Government, whereas only Rs. 3,00,00,000 are gi" 
to the natives. An English officer is given Ks. 700 for an office, W 
duucs of which can be ably discharged by a native for Rs. 200. - 

The Parhamertary Committee should take into consideration whiethé 
the present system of Government by civilians should be chavs 


Y OWing 


New difficulty. of India are 


Government, 


rm i} 


Much ‘improvement can be effected by appointing the civilians only to 


, ‘nstead of appointing them to alldepartments, 
— year ‘be clear to the Committee as to whether India is being 


unselfish spirit if they look to the condition of the people. 
aoe" as said that a four millions of people in India pass their 
lives without being able to satisfy their hunger. The Chief Commissioner 
of Assam has remarked that more than half of the agricultural population 
of the country are unable to satisfy their hunger even for asingle day in 
the year. Lhe cry of famine is heard everywhere whenever any droughts 
secur. The causes of all these things can be well ascertained if a compari- 
| gon 13 one yagi se the condition of the British subjects and that of 

biects of the native princes. 

the “hy is it that people are often seen to leave British India in order 
to settle in the native states > Justice is sold at sucha high rate in 
British India that it is impossible fora man to escape ruin if he has 
once taken the protection of its law courts. 
56. The same paper says that the Mava Medini has again called the 
attention of Government to the illegal 
acts of Moulvi Bazlul Karim, Deputy Magis- 
trate of Ghattal, but nothing has been done regarding this matter. The 
writer asks whether the Lieutenant-Governor is aware of these things. 

57. The same paper, in ae that the son of me’ — of the Punjab 
shall have to remain in India as a prisoner, 
observes that it was better for the Maharaja 
not to have come to India at all. The writer also says that Bcsnsuent 
can even now take into its consideration the injustice of the step by which 
Maharaja Dhulleep Singh was deprived of his kingdom, and can wash 
away its own guilt by restoring it to the Maharaja. 

This step, if it is possible, would not only lay the natives under a debt 
of endless gratitude, but will do greater good to the country than 
can be done by increasing the army by millions of soldiers; inasmuch as 
the native princes would thereby be deeply convinced of the benevolent 
character of British rule. 

On _ would hear these things? Perhaps the officers of the 
09 7 Ong yE and the Anglo-Indians would laugh at this 
oo lag it presumptuous for a native editor to teach politics to 
08. The same paper says that His Excellency the Viceroy has resolved 
Os Pete canton. er . “ease = natives to become Volunteers, 
ee ut to keep them in good humour by smooth 
gg But this is impossible. It is a Bp the 6 Es Pe com- 
“jon of India, both Hindu and Mahomedan, applied to His 
Saige for being enlisted as Volunteers. His Excellency, however, 
Me ", soneceres it worth his while to give any reply to their 
ake Be i @ oe has asked more than once, and is again asking, 
ee S xcellency could have shown so much indifference had the 
His al sent ee the Anglo-Indian community. The writer also asks 
+ Wis oe ee get ig noe community has not been insulted 
3. The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 20th March, says that a Parliamentary 
The Parliamentary Committee. cen Pa been appointed in the place 
ae ene of a hoyal Commission. The writer is greatl 
Ve ed dl iehenere ist the Under-Secretary of State t India 
y lor the Committee to hold its enquiries in India. 


1€ thinks that the Committ 
cae ee ee Oe. ee will not be able to do much 
tnular Committee is appointed in India also. or wee 


Moulvi Bazlul Karim. 


Dhulleep Singh. 
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SADHARAMT, 60. The Sddhdrani, of the 21st March, says that the Enolish can 
ee govern India satisfactorily owing t, te 
Natives hostile to their countr 5 theip 


and Englishmen’s acquaintance wit » mer Peg of the condition of natives, But the 
Indian affairs. English have no other means of ascertaining th, 
5 Mie 


conditions of natives except from natives themselves. If the native p 
tlemen who mix with English officials and non-officials acquaint them with th 
true condition of natives much good may be produced. But these natives i 
not venture to tell the true state of things lest the English gentlemen shoul 
be offended. Maharajah Jotendra‘Mohun Tagore did not tell in the Vicerega) 
Council that there were no signs of rebellion in India when Lord Lytin, 
gagged the native press on the ground that a rebellion was about to break out. 
Was not a universal agitation made in the country about the case of Babou 
Surendranath Banerjea, because a Hindu idol had been brought to the Hich 
Court? But in reply to the enquiry of Sir Ashley Eden whether the polio: 
ous feelings of Hindus had been wounded by that act, a native informed hin 
that the act was not at all opposed to the Hindu religion, and that the religion; 
feelings of Hindus had not been at all wounded by the act. Now many gon. 
tlemen come from England to learn of the condition of India. They cannot 
possibly learn this in a short time except from natives themselves, \; 
Smith, a Member of Parliament, and who has come to India to learn aboy 
Indian affairs, went to the British Indian Association. He was there informe 
by Dr. Rajendralal Mitra that natives do not want to enter Parliament, and 
that they do not desire that members of the Indian Legislative Councils 
should be appointed on the elective system. But another gentleman wh 
has respect for truth ran to Mr. Smith, who was going out and informed hin 
that Dr. Mitra’s statement was false, and that he would have contradicted 
it if the meeting had not been hastily dissolved. 


SADHARANI. 61. Thesame paper does not expect any great good from the 

Parliamentary Committee of Enquiry. No 

great good was done by any of the Committees 
of that nature which were appointed before. The business of Parliament 
is so heavy that the Committee will not be able to devote sufficient time 
to its work. Consequently the sittings of the Committee will be protracted 
for along time. The Committee will hold its sittings in England. Many 
natives will not go to England to give evidence. It is also doubtful 
whether any orthodox Hindu will go to England. The majority of the 
Witnesses who will be examined by the Committee will be Englishmen. But 
not more than one or two Englishmen will speak the real truth about the 
administration of India. 

ADHARANT, 62. A correspondent of the same paper says that passengers have to 
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gunge near Sutrazar. 


63. Another correspondent of the same paper says that there is a tige 
scare at Santipore. It is a matter of regret 
that the people cannot defend themselves 01 


SADHARANI, 


Tiger scare at Santipore. 
account of the Arms Act. 


foe eam 64. The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd March, says that the <> : 
> | Officials given to oppression. Assam are WOES at the prospect of Mr. ; 
permanent appointment as Chief Comml 

sioner. The writer cannot say what pleasure men feel in remalniny aS 

the Governor of men by whom they are disliked. If such officials insted 

of treating the people like enemies sit silent, the latter can supply the 


with money even by begging. But how can they call oppressive official 
fathers and mothers of the people ? 
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. that from the satisfaction expressed by Lord 
a. ” Kimberley with the Civil Service it may be ima- 
gined what reforms will Fe a Ga into a 

. arliamentary Committee. If again the Committee approves 0 
iO ae vincipl d taxation, Indians will have to pay many objec- 
le taxes like the income-tax. For these reasons the writer recom~ 
er that the Committee should be independent. The writer says that 
Tem tie Under-Secretary of State for India has said that Government 
wt defray the expenses of the Indian witnesses who will give evidence 
tet -e the Committee, Indians should send witnesses to give evidence before 

: Indians have to speak of many things such as the excessive cost of litiga- 
an the heavy work of the lower civil courts, and the want of a sufficient 
sumber of Judicial officers, the Executive and Judicial functions of magis- 
tates, distinction between natives and Europeans in the matter of employ- 
ment, fixing of the standard of age for the Civil Service, the reconstitution of 
the Legislative Councils, the Governors’ exodus to the hills, waste of money 
upon useless objects like the Umballa Camp of Exercise, the reduction of 
the salaries of high officials, provision for appeal against the decision of the 
Viceroy, the system of taxation, self-government, and Governments’ relations 
with the native princes. It has now become the first duty of England to 
change the system of administration of India. The English public know that 
‘anocant Indians are being greatly oppressed, that competent Indians are being 
kept out of high offices, and that Englishmen are draining away the wealth 
of the country. The very principle on which the system of administration is 
based is faulty. ‘The India Council is composed of retired Anglo-Indian 
Civil and Military officers. ‘TTney cannot see the faults of their brother 
oficers. Inaia far from being benefited is generally injured by them. 
Civilian oppression may cease if English gentlemen, instead of Anglo-Indian 


Civilians, are appointed as Provincial Governors. The Legislative Councils 
are now mainly composed of Secretaries to Government. 


The Committee of Enquiry. 


66.. The Sar Sudhanidha, of the 22nd March, asks why should Burmah 


The Income-tax and Burmah. be exempted from the income-tax, the impo- 


sition of which was necessitated by the 
Burmese war? The tax has not been imposed in Burmah, because that 


country, which is yet in a troubled state, may become more disturbed. Had 


Government been actuated by the desire of preventing the dissatisfaction 
of the people, it would not have imposed the tax. 


67. The same paper says that though the grant of money to the Church 
nea os of England in India is against the Queen’s Pro- 
England in nde ee? clamation, in which she promised not to aid 

a any particular religion, and also unjust, as the 
majority of the people follow other religions than Christiainty, it has not 
yet been discontinued. Cannot the Christians in India defray their own 
religious expenses like other religious bodies in the country? Lord Dufferin 
may become popular if he stops the grant like the Ceylon Government. 

63. The Navavibhdkar, of the 22nd March, says that not one hundredth 


“aang | of the good that should be done to Indians 
AucioTndians, © ~"¢™"Y 8™4_ can be done to them owing to the defects of 


—e, the present system of administration of the 
are : € present system of administration is calculated to benefit 
4 ndians alone. Now a Parliamentary Committee having Lord Ripon 

ord Northbrook and some well-wishers of India from the House of 


‘om , bf 
oe as its members has been appointed. Native Associations and native 
“Papers are instructing 


_ } it as to the manner in which it should proceed 
re -] work. Native newspapers will be respected by a Committee of which 
" Se be isa member. The numerous defects of English administration 

"Ga will be found out, and consequently the system will be improved. 
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This will lead to the well-being of Indians and to the disa 

Anglo-Indians. Can the paid pleaders of the Anglo-Indians remai,, si] 
after all this? The Znglishman has appeared on the scene: many = 
will follow its example. , ‘3 
69. The same paper is glad that Sir Roper Lethbridge 
move that the enquiry will not bes 


Sir Roper Lethbridge and Sir jf the Committee of Enquiry 
James Fergusson. 


dvantage of 


Intends to 


Atisfactor 
| , does not do jt 
work in an independent spirit jp Indie 
The writer knows that the motion will not be accepted. If §}, Pn 
continues to be actuated by such desire to benefit natives, they will ‘ 
p 
grateful to him and forget his past conduct. The writer ig also Satisfied 
with the zeal of Sir James Fergusson who first questioned the Under-Secr. 
tary of State about the Committee of Enquiry. 
70. The same paper cannot understand why 16 members of the 
Committe of Enquiry have been taken from tine 
i a A members of F{ouse of Commons instead of 10 as was nm, 
the Committee of Enquiry. pro 
posed. Of the 16 members, 8 were connectej 
with India, while the remaining 8 had no such connection; consequently 
natives can have no objection on that score. 
71. The same paper says that Mr. Goodricke, who has been appointed 
Income-tax Officer for Calcutta, the Suburbs 
and Howrah, has already begun to act des. 
potically. He issued a notice upon 60 respectable Marwari merchants of 
Burrabazar, to the effect that they were to attend at his office till they 
received permission to go away. The people object to the income-tar 
because oppression is committed in levying it. The Government of Bengal 
and the Government of India are also particularly anxious to prevent such 
oppression. But Mr. Goodricke has begun to rudely behave towards and 
oppress men. If such men are entrusted with the assessment of the tay, 
Government will unnecessarily earn disgrace. The writer warns both Lord 
Dufferin and Sir Rivers Thompson. He requests Messrs. Reynolds and 
Cotton to keep a sharp eye on Mr. Goodricke. 
72. The same paper, referring to the Government of India’s order 
that Maharajah Dhuleep Singh should 
Government and Maharajah Dhu- ghey its directions after his return to this 
i country, says that Dhuleep Singh is coming 
to India because there is no hope of his being restored to his properties, 
and because he cannot live upon his present income in England. But 
Government’s distrust is not to be removed. The Zimes of India has sail 
that he will have to live at Ootacamund. But if his return to India 3 
really dangerous, will the danger be removed by his residence in Ootacamund! 
Government's apprehensions stiow that it has not been able to wi 
the attachment of Indians. This is very disgraceful. If Government 
wants to lay the people of the Punjab under an obligation, it should restore 
Maharajah Dhuleep Singh to his properties, and allow him to live in the 
Punjab. If Government keeps him as a prisoner, it will dissatisfy the people 
of the Punjab. ) 
73. The same paper is glad that the number of non-official 
— ‘er members taken into the Caerensies of “3 
embers taken into the Parliamen- wir from the House of ommons 
<a Sate than that of the official member. 
‘ But the writer’s spirits have been consider 
ably damped at the exclusion of Mr. Bright from the Committee. 
74. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 22nd March, says that 
eae | instead of a Royal Commission which in 
Enquiry mentary Committee of asked for by many public associations 12 In 
a Parliamentary Committee has been appolt! 


Mr. Goodricke. 
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=“ ‘nistration of this country, and the Secretary of 
to enquire eS Viceroy to announce the fact to the Indian public. 
Stale oe entary Committee, though it is great in name, will not, it 
ahi : eet ‘1 its acts. The Committee will sit in England, take 
7 al discuss it. It would have been better to have entrusted such 
“i Privy Council. The Committee will not sit 1n the country whose 
se ie will become the subject of consideration, and from which 
pu 


+ of the witnesses are to come. How many natives can afford to 
m0 


to England, and how many will Government agree to send there at its 


cards competent Hindu witnesses, caste considerations 

all po them 's visit England. The valour and strength 
hibited by the Hindus and Mahomedans of India in 1857 surprised the 
British Government, which now sought to keep Indians quiet by weaken- 
ng them. This is the view which finds favour with most English statesmen, 
sho maintain that India, which was won by the sword, shoula be held by 
the sword. A different view is indeed held by some wise and good English- 


men: but the English nation does not approve of it. To this fact are due 


expense P 


' the introduction into the country of Mr. Stephen’s rigorous Criminal 


Procedure Code and of the Arms Act, the closing of the Civil Service to 


the natives, their exclusion from high appointments in the State and the 


volunteer corps, and their alleged unfitness to try Kuropean offenders. 


- This rigorous system of administration has come with the Queen’s rule, and 


its policy has been crowned with success. From one end of the country to 
the other people have been weakened and disarmed. The independent 
native princes who are always under surveillance have lost their courage 
and strencth. But the disadvantages of this systein of administration 
are gradually dawning upon some people, who now see that rigorous rule 
cin indeed hold a people in subjection, but that it cannot keep them 
contented, and that a discontented people cannot long be held in check. 
There is again the dread of Russia, which is daily advancing in the direction 
of this country, and whose progress cannot be checked by any means. 
What is the good of keeping India weak and disarmed ? In India the British 
Government now more fears the strong foreign enemy than anybody else. 
A discontented India with Russia advancing in the direction of the country 
constitutes the present situation. Some think that the discontent of Indians 
is a more fruitful source of danger than the advance of Russia, and that the 
old policy of administration should therefore be changed. A Parliamentary 


| Committe has therefore been appointed to enquire into the present system 


of administration; but it will not be able to do any useful work unless it 
te India, and in making its enquiries secures the assistance and sympathy 
Of Indians, 
73. Thesame paper says that Lord Dofferin’s return to Calcutta 
Ee from Burmah did not evoke any en- 
thusiasm from the native residents or 
the non-official Europeans of the metropolis. If it had been usual for 
the native community of Calcutta to show such indifference on the 
occasion of the arrival of Viceroys to the city, Lord Dufferin might have 
to some extent consoled himself, But such indifference was never before 
shewn on zimilar occasions. Lord Dufferin may think of his own exalted 
position and his great popularity with both Liberals and Conservatives in 
ngland, and may ask himself the cause of his unpopularity with natives. 
hat is the cause of his unpopularity? Is it because the people of India 
“innot comprehend his ability, motives and policy that be is not popular, 
because his system of administration is such that he cannot become 
Popular with them? If he should be of Opinion that the natives cannot 
understand his ways, or if he did not heed their praise or blame, he would 
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continue to rule the country in the manner he has so long ruled it. 

if he were to look upon his unpopularity in another light, he Would eo 
to consider the merits and demerits of his administration. In that case rs 
would first of all think of the Russian advance, of the means that he h 
used to check ii, and of how far those means had proved successfy]. Ith 
were to think calmly of the matter, he would see that his poucy had . 
succeeded in making the Russians friend!y, but had on the contrary enable; 
them to enter Afghanistan, bad led to the destruction of English ascendanc 
in Central Asia, to dependence on the good will of the Amir, to burdening rv 
people of India with taxes and to their dissatisfaction. Turning next to the gyb. 
ject of Burmah, he would probably feel deep remorse fur the unjust deposition 
of Theebaw and for the cruelties attending the British occupation of Upper 
Burmah. But probably he would not allow such thoughts to arise in bis 
mind; but if they arose he would feel that by annexing Burma) 
he had destroyed the faith of Indians in British justice, had impose 
taxes upon them, and furnished ground for the outbreak of hostilities with 
China. If he then came to think of the Delhi Camp of Exercise, he 
would perceive that the only gain derived from that measure had been 
that Government had at its own cost made Russians, who are dreaded by 
Tea? Englishman, acquainted with all the secret matters connected with 

ndia. 

76. The same paper says that the old feeling of loyalty has disap. 
peared from among the English people, that 
the leaders of political parties have lost their 
former ascendancy, and that the English Empire is now governed solely on 
considerations of self-interest. The peculiar nature of the English consti- 
tution, the vast extent of the British Empire, and the increase of power of 
the continental nations have combined to produce much irregularity in the 
administration of the foreign affairs of the British Empire. Oving to 
these causes, England is being compelled to contribute to the increase of the 
power of its enemies, while the disloyal among the English population are 
gradually growing more powerful. Weak and loyal Indians again are being 
increasingly harassed. England is silently putting up with insults at the hands 
of Russians and other powerful nations, while she is oppressing weak rulers 
like Theebaw. The selfishness of the English nation has impaired 1! 
strength ; and, unable to cope with the strong, it now oppresses the weak 
to attain its selfish ends, as well as for keeping up its failing vitality. 
England is thus gradually losing the noble qualities for the possession of 
which she was so long famous and powerful. 

77. The same paper says that at the late meeting at Jhinkergacha 
the image of Queen Victoria was shewn a: 
seated on a throne and as blessing the Indian 
people with uplifted hands. On the left of this image was tiat of Lord 
Ripon. Last year the image of Lord Dufferin occupied this position, but this 
year if was not placed there because the views of the people respecting 
him have undergone considerable changes in the course of the last twelve 
months. This year many leading men from Calcutta went to the place 
of meeting. The Magistrate of Jessore was present there. The police 
arrangements were excellent. 

78. The Samaya, of the 22nd March, says that people are desirous 

i, tee ok i * of sacrificing even their lives for their ruler 

PP che crtsnesin Re curtailing ¢x- when the ruler is in want; but when there 38 
Ons no difficulty, no one would give any thing. 

money that is being collected by imposing the income-tax can be raised ™ 

many other means. But Government would not do that because the interest ° 

the English community would then be compromised. If therewere any real wall 


The present condition of England. 


The Jhinkergacha meeting. 
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; nses in the various departments of Government were 
and i ae a cel no necessity for - much fuss. The authorities 
om nly curtail expenses in those matters in which they are personally 
ne but they forget this when conducting the affairs of Government. 
embers of the Retrenchment Committee are paid servants of Govern- 

addition to their ordinary pay they will each be allowed a sum 
"950, besides their necessary expenses. Thus in one year not less 
h a lakhs of rupees will be spent on the Committee, but 
i > practical will be done. As all the members are Government 
7 < to one will have the courage to speak anything respecting 
fh : nnnecessary expenses of their superiors. If educated natives 
oa Enolish gentlemen had been appointed instead of these officials, 
cashing might have been done ; besides they would have gladly served 
( nt without any pay. 
o teetdenile sini ta be effected if expenses are curtailed under the 
following heads :-— 


(1). Jfilitary Depariment.—There are one lakh and ninety thousand 
soldiers in India. Of these, 64,000 are Kuropeans and the rest are natives. 
The annual expense for each soldier is Rs. 1,500 on the average. The 
annual expense for each European soldier is two thousand seven hundred 
rupees a year. Cannot any curtailment be made in this matter ? 

(2). The money that is annually sent to England is nearly one-fourth 
BS of the whole income of India. Besides this, there is a loss of three crores of 
rupees by exchange. Cannot any curtailment be made in this matter ? 

(3). Much is spent unnecessarily by appointing foreigners to the 
various departments of the Indian administration. Large saving can be 
wade by appointing natives to those offices. 

(4). Insending money to the foreign pensioners of Government, 
some additional money is required to be given to cover the exchange. 
Besides this, there is the expense for sending this money. This evil may 
be remedied by appointing native officers. 

79. The same paper says that the Parliamentary Committee, as it has 


i aletcenei Diiestinen been appointed at present, will do no bene- 


8 : _ fit to the country. There was no necessity 
lor appointing this Committee if it was to enquire into the administration 


of India by merely reading the reports of the Governor-General and the 
Lieutenant-Governors and newspaper articles written by English editors. 
But if the Committee is really desirous of doing the work for which it has 
been appointed, it should come to India to see with its own eyes the real 
condition of the people of India. 
30. The same paper says that Lord Lytton and many other despotic 
ia rulers came to India, but none can be 


All hy compared to the present Governor-General. 
his acts are the worst of their kind. Itis a year since the Indians 


ent petitions for being enlisted as volunteers, and they have also 
‘cnt many reminders on this subject; but, strange to say, His Ex- 
cellency has not given any reply to them as yet. 

31. The Dainik, of the 22nd March, says that Mr. Goodricke, the 


Collector of Calcutta, has ordered 60 M 
nae rdere arwari 
ect, >Uricke, the Collectorof Cal- merchants of Bara Bazar to be present at 


15th of March. and the Collector’s Office at 11 o’clock on the 
hanea and not to leave it until ordered. Thus he has summoned 
akine ney were criminals. ‘The Marwaris were aware that he would 
i. S ° in this way, and so they objected to his appointment as Collec- 
the Lieutenant-Governor did not listen to their objection. 


“¢ Finance Minister said the other day that steps would be taken to 
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prevent the hardships of the people. Will he now look into 
Oppression committed almost under his nose? 
82. The same paper says that Mararajah Dholeep Sine 


ancestral property and his Kohinur, 
Maharajah Dhuleep Sing. English are trying to poohpooh ApS. 
Alexander restored a vanquished enemy to his throne. But the English can am 
think of restorting his State to Dhuleep Sing whom they despoiled when " 
was a minor. The Maharajah is coming to India. The writer's hear . 
comes heavy whenever he thinks of this unfortunate Prince. 
83. The Samvdd Prabhakar, ot the 24th March, says that out of 39 
members of the Parliamentary Committee 
The constitution of the Parliamen- 9() were connected with India and 
tary Committee. ° : ’ 80 
the number of impartial men jg py 
large. Both Liberals and Conservatives have been appointed 4 
the Committee from the House of Commons, but the Conservatir 
Members are all well-known enemies of India, while well known friends of 
India in the Liberal Party have not been appointed to it. 

&4. The same paper, of the 25th March, says that the people of 
India have been greatly disappointed because 3 
Parliamentary Committee has been appointed 
instead of a Royal Commission. The writer expected that men uncon 
nected with India would be appointed, but that has not been done. Those 
whose proceedings would form the subject-matter of the enquiry have been 
appointed to the Committee. However an attempt should be made t 
get a Sub-Committee of this Committee to come out to India, The 
Under-Secretary for India has given hopes that the evidence of natives wil 
be taken, and soif a Sub-Committee does not come out, arrangements should 
be made to send natives to England to give evidence. 
85. The Dainik, of the 25th March, says that a village post office 


should be established at Ramnagar, in the 

A post office at Ramnagar in Barri- vicinity of Barripore, with a teacher of the local 

= school as postmaster. This will remove 

a great want of the villagers whose letters under the present arrangement 
are delivered to them from Barripore. 


this act of 


Claims his 


The Parliamentary Committee. 


‘ I1].—LecGIsLative. 


86. The Pratikdr, of the 5th March, hears that the Chowkidan 


ones Bill will be withdrawn. This is certainlya 
———— matter of great congratulation. But it would 
have been much better if the objectionable provisions of the preset 
Chowkidari Act had been amended. People will be very greatly delighted 
if the elective system be introduced in the appointment of punchayets. 
87. The Dainik, of the 15th March, cannot, like Mr. A. M. Bose, be 
a all gratitude to the Select Committee for the 
amended Chowkidari Bill. The Commiltet 
has indeed done well by disallowing the imposition of a new tax for the 
maintenance of tehsildars and circle sirdara. The writer does not think tte 
power given to Magistrates to appoint punchayets will be properly 
exercised. The elections of members for the self-goverement Boards are not 
being properly held, The election of punchayets will be no better. No mil 
with any self-respect will become a member of a punchayet. Will the Magistr? 
or the officer vested with Magisterial powers, who will have to select punchay*™ 
go to the village, call the villagers together, and select a man in consultati0» 
with them? Never. The police willdo the work. They will be the —_ 
of the Magistrate in this matter. The authorities are perfectly aware of ™ 
character of the police, and yet they believe the statements of the policee 
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ains all in all in the mofussil, even the Lieutenant- 
As long oe ees to appeait punchayets, will not be successful in inducing 
a to accept the office. The writer does not understand why in the 
good ied Bill the provision of the original Bill for collecting arrears has not 
~ stained. Then the rates collected should be sent to the Magistrate, 
a ha il pay the chowkidars through the police. Thus Government 1s 
a 


repared to trust the police, but not the punchayets, who will do their work 
without receiving any pay. 


gs, The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 18th March, cannot determine 
sata of the Legislative how a few foreigners following a different 
Boe! religion and with different customs and man- 
ners, and completely indifferent to the complaints of the people, cun 
wvern a country inhabited by a vast population belonging to different 
sete and following different religions. The writer cannot also determine 
how public opinion can be respected in a country where the Legislative 
Councils are nothing but the playgrounds of some irresponsible officials. 
When the system of administration rests upon such rotten foundations, 
should not the foundations be re-built? Itis a matter of congratulation 
that the public now feel the importance of the reconstitution of the Legis- 
lative Councils. 


89, The same paper says that before a law is made it should be 
considered whether if is necessary and 
whether it will work. But it is a matter 
of regret the Bengal Council has not the sense to consider these things. 
The object of the Putwari Bill is to settle the relations between zemindars 
and ryots. Itis true that the relation between zemindars and ryots should 
be settled. But has any such change taken place in the relations between 
zemindars and ryots as to require anew law? In order that it may be 
considered whether the law will work well or not when passed it should be 
seen how it will work. Firstly, putwaris on salaries of Rs. 3: to Rs. 4 will 
settle the relations between Zemindars andryots. No one can live upon 
that small income. Consequently the putwaris will have to accept bribes 
both from ryots and zemindars. ‘This acceptance of bribes by the putwaris 
will amount to the imposition of a new tax on the people. Besides the 
relations will be settled by them in such a manner as to lead to frequent 
litigation, Consequently zemindars and ryots will have to spend much 
| Money in litigation, From all this it is evident that the Bill has been prepa- 
red merely to punish the people. They will have practically to pay three 
cesses :—(1) the putwari cess; (2) bribes to the putwaris; and (8) cost 
of litigation. The measure is revolutionary. All the money obtained by 
the Imposition of the putwari cess will not be spent upon the salaries of 
he putwaries. Government has said that the whole of the money thus 
raised will be spent upon the salaries of the putwaris. But the writer cannot 
believe the Government’s promises in financial matters. When has Govern- 
nent desisted from treacherously wasting the money cf the people? The 
proceeds of the license-tax, which was imposed. on the condition that 
proceeds would be spent for the relief of famines, have been 
thes upcn the Afghan war. Not only this, but Sir Rivers 
. he Doss the existence of a famine fund. Though a large income 
iy rom the post office, Government has not reduced the postage 
vd ers and newspapers. Government will probably fulfil the letter of 
c . but not its spirit by appointing a few civilians on large salaries 
oy, pect the work of the putwaris, The Lieutenant-Governor has also 


Obtain ; 
wie ee sanction of the Secretary of State to the Bill before intro- 


into bis Council in order to prevent an appeal to him. 
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90. The Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 18th March, sa 
agitation on the Chowkidari Bill 
successful. The activity of the 
this matter is praiseworthy. Government has withdrawn the Chowkidss; 
Bill; but the Putwari Bill, which is before the Council, is more ruinoys in 
its character than the present Bill. It will work great hardship bot, to 
zemindars and to ryots. People should set up a constitutional Avitation 
agains this Bill also. | 
91. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 18th March, says that the Widespread 
agitation over the Chowkidari Bill has par. 
tially borne fruit. The rigorous character 
the measure has been considerably relaxed. The amended Bill, althoyot 
free from many defects, is not yet what it ought to be. The duty of 
paying the salaries of the chowkidars should be entrusted to the punchayets 
The provision regarding the seizure and sale of the properties of the 
punchayet for the realisation of the chowkidari assessments is extreme| 
objectionable, and should be omitted from the Bill. A study of the Income. 
tax and Chowkidari Bills would lead one to the conclusion that Gover. 
ment purposely inserts in every Bill some objectionable provisions which 
are afterwards omitted owing to the protests of the people. The resy} 
of this is that, while the amended Bill does not become perfectly free 
from defects, Government earns some measure of popularity by deferring 
to the wishes of the people. This has been notably the case with the 
Chowkidari Bill. 
92. The Bheri, of the 19th March, approves the Chowkidari Bill 
ti siecle alan as amended by the Select Committee, If the 
rem Legislative Council collects public opinion 
in this way before passing any legislative measure, Government may easily 
become popular. 
93. The same paper is glad to notice that the leading political 
The re-organization of the Legis. associations of Calcutta have founded a new 
lative Councils. | Association under the name of the Bengal 
National League by which steps will be taken to reorganize the Legisatire 
Councils. At present members are appointed by Government, an 
so men of independence of spirit cannot get seats in it. Tne appoint 
ed members generally support the Government to obtain their own selfs 
ends. ‘These men often do a great mischief to the people, while Govem- 
ment satisfies itself by thinking that it has done everything in consultation 
with the Hon’ble the native members of the Council. The pernicious 
system should be changed, and members should be selected on the principle 
of election. 
94. The Nava Medini, of the 20th March, is glad to hear that the 
ii Chowkidari Bill has been withdrawn. The 
: Council will now proceed to amend the preset! 
Chowkidari Act. Of the two dangerous and alarming measures pending 
before the Legislative Council of Bengal, one has been withdrawn throug! 
the instrumentality of Baboo Ananda Mohan Bose, of the Bangabast news 
paper and of the Indian Association. The Putwari Bill is still hangi 
fire. The people of Bengal have now understood the usefulness of agitatiol: 
They should not remain silent in regard to this Bill. saa Bil 
95. The Bungabdst, of the 20th March, says that the Chowkidan 
oa has been withdrawn. It would have bee 
? matter for alarm if the chowkidars © 
been made constables, and the dreaded police brought at we 
body’s door by the operation of the Bill. The writer is afraid that, ane 
withdrawn for the present, it may be taken up at any moment 12 fut 
; eget do 10 
The pretexts for the introduction of this Bill were that good mea 


ys that the 
has been 
Villagers in 


The Chowkidari Bill 
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become punchayets, that the chowkidars are not punctually paid, and that 
they obey the punchayets more than the police. ‘The first two are the 
etexts for the introduction of the Bill; the third explains the policy of 
ihe English Government. The English do not like that their subject-races 
- chould do anything contentedly and independently. Taey want to 
keep them always in dread of their power. Good men enter all other 
departments of Government except the police. Government does not 
ike that good men should enter this department. The writer cannot 
ynderstand that Government is doing all these things with the good inten- 
ion of making its subjects happy, because it does not make any attempt 
to put an end to oppressions practised on its subjects almost before its eyes. 
The oppressed must point out the man who oppressed them, and prove 
the act of oppression before they can be entitled to any remedy. In some 
oases Government of course moves of its own accord; but in the majority 
of cases, the burden of proving is thrown on the oppressed. If the law 
throws the burden on the people, why does Government try to establish 
a police in every village? It is from these considerations that the writer 
ays that the preservation of peace is merely a pretext; the fundamental 
principle of the Indian Government is to keep the people in constant 
dread of its power. The Press Act and the Arms Act plainly indicate the 
working of this principle. The immunity of the police and of the army from 
| all punishments, the partiality shown in courts to Englishmen, the oppres- 
‘sions practised on the occasion of the Camp of Exercise all tend 
to show that the English are inspired with the desire of repressing 
the people. Otherwise why do not the rulers take steps to remedy the 
oppressions P 
Acting on the same policy the Government was going to pass the 
Chowkidari Act under frivolous pretexts, because it does not like the growth 
ofan independent spirit in Bengal. It wanted to bring the police at every- 
body’s door. The writer does not think that,Government was inspired with 
desire of improving the condition either of the punchayets or of the 
chowkidars. Had it been so inspired, it would have done something for 
them in the amended Bill; but it has done quite the contrary. People may 
be charmed with smooth promises; but the writer is not so charmed. 
Though admitting the fact that good men do not wish to be punchayets, 
| Government has done nothing to induce them to accept the office. It has 
curtailed their power of paying the salaries of chowkidars, The writer 
approves the withdrawal of the Bill; but he thinks that the amended Bill con- 
tains perden, many of which will prove injurious to the people. 
6, The Bhdrat Basi, of the 20th March, says that the Punchayet 
The Chowkidar} Bill. Act has been amended in some points, in 


order that 
‘3 punchayets and the chowkidars good men may be had for serving 


Select Committee sa } may get their pay regularly. The 
! ys that the Magistrates : 
vl appoint punchayets in oo . or Officers with majesterial powers 


| ion with the villagers. It 
tom what th _ JV LaS CTS. appears 
ata th . ts 4 a Committee has said that, the Bill will be passed. The 


has been proposed for appointing punchayets will vi 
‘ave the appointment in the hands of the wg | the pone will be 


Just as bad as it is now. Good m 
: ‘now. en do not wish tobe h 
poy if se chowkidars are not regularly paid, the eek G Get 
lor anne the property of the punchayets. No change has been 
is respect. It has indeed been made to depend on the kindness 


of S ° 
ot the Mavistrates whether this step should or should not be taken. But 
y kindness from the Magistrates, for there is no cause 


1S Vain to expect an 
w-feeling existing between these “hoozoors” and the poor 


: any fello 
agers. As there is no rule for distraini 
7 istrainine th f 
. g the property of the paid 
‘toment, the writer does not understand tes te a ale should be 
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made in regard to unpaid punchayets. It has also been proposed that; 
panabapel at het to collect the chowkidari tax, tehsildars would be 
by the Magistrates for this purpose. Now, if this rule is adopted, vals 
the necessity of distraining the property of the punchayets? Has any a 
been made to the effect that if the tehsildars are unable to Collect re 
chowkidari tax, the property of the Magistrates and of the tehsildar nil 
also be distrained ? The writer does not understand why so much to; ey 
sibility has been thrown on these puochayets. He also urges the NECessity 
of changing this rule, inasmuch as no good man will wish to be a punchays 
so long as it remains in force. Great injury would have been gon, _ 
to the country had the Bill, which had been introduced before the Coung 
been passed. The Select Committee has acted wisely in withdrawing the 
Bill. 
97. The Sanjtvant, of the 20th March, says that Government proposed 
to make the Calcutta Police Act more strip. 
gent in order to enable the police to arrest jy7. 
mashes, The Select Committee, in whose hands the Bill for amending the 
Act was placed gave the police officers power to arrest those who were drunk. 
ards, who sang obscene songs in the streets, and who caused breaches of the 
public peace by riots and affrays. But the present Act enables police 
officers to arrest those who drive without lights after sunset, who commit 
nuisances in the streets, and who lead any procession without orders from 
the police officers. ‘This power is very dangerous. Baboo Ananda Mohan | 
Basu said that, the power given to the police to arrest for these petty 
offences should be taken away. The officials opposed, and the non-officials 
supported him. But at last Ananda Mohun Baboo carried his point. 
98. The Dacca Prakash, of the 21st March, approves the Chowkidari 
i. a Bill as amended by the Select Committee with 
e Chowkidari Bill. : : — 
the exception of a single provision. If the 
villagers are consulted in the matter of the appointment of punchayets, good 
men may accept the office; but the provision authorising the destraint of their 
property in case they fail to collect the rates will make many unwilling to 
become punhayets. Though the provision relating to the appointment of 
punchayets is not all that can be desired, it is much better than the provision 
in the present Act. The provision relating to distraint will lead to oppression. 
99. The Samaya, of the 22nd March, says that the agitation regarding 
we. cu it the Chowkidari Bill has not been fruitless 
| The shape which it has now assumed in the 
hands of the Select Committee, though not free from defects, is yet tolerable. 
The writer thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for the withdrawal of the Bill. 


The defeat of Government. 


LV.—Native STATEs. 


100. The Bharat Mitra, of the 18th March, says that from the writings 
Cashmere. of the Pioneer and the Indian Mirror about 
Cashmere, it apprehends that Cashmere 
also may be annexed like Burmah against the Queen’s Proclama 
tion. Dut the writer does not venture to say anything lest Lord Dufferin 
says that the native press pass opinions without knowing the secret of State 
affairs. The writer wishes that Lord Dufferin should act very cautiously. 
101. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 18th March, says that at the installa- 
Cashmere. tion of the present Maharajah of Cashmeré 
. Government stationed a permanent Bris 
Resident at his court. The Maharajah is now reaping the usual consequent 
of that measure. Many privileges have been conferred upon Eogli 
residents in Cashmere. They have been permitted to own dwelling houses” 
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| ; are not satisfied and will not it seems be satisfied 
} that State. og hpnatos.| by the British Government. Until that 1s done 
yotil that Stale to vilify the Maharajah in utter disregard of the many 
they will aa As i ‘ntroduced into the State at a considerable 
artant reforms which he has 1n | : . dag enaree 
impor e revenue. Nobody knows with what instructions unaraja 
— left Calcutta; but the news of Sir Oliver St. John’s approaching visit 
recently te is causing anxiety. Who knows what Lord Dufferin with his 
= bg in A territories is contemplating? It will beextremely unjust 
greed aamaee annexes Cashmere or does the Maharajah any other 
_ eonsidering the reforms that the Maharajah has already introduced 
th administration of that State. The charges brought against him by 
pg dj would appear to be perfectly unjust. The taxes which the 
9 aero abolished are such as are levied under another name by the 
een evenness but who epics - this ; a is also trying his best 
isting system of administration of justice. 
i ee. The Sanvdd Prabhdkar, of the 20th March, says that the 
Z Anglo-Indians and the Government have an 
Comanere. eye on Cashmere. Government is afraid oa 
ssia enter India *7@ Cashmere. The English are agitating abou 
orate since the accession of the new Maharajah. ‘They raised 
a cry of incompetency against the late Maharajah. The cry is becoming 
more and more loud. The English will be glad if they can annex 
| Cashmere in the same way as Burmah. The new Maharajah has introduced 
many reforms in his State, appointed good men as Judges, made arrange- 
ments for punctual payment to his officers and promised to open 
| Education and Public Works Departments in a short time. Are not these 
substantial reforms ? oo 
103. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 22nd March, says that it is 
feared from Jord Dufferin’s sending an envoy 
to Thibet with the permission of China that, 
Cashmere will be annexed by the British Government. The annexation of 
Cashmere is desired because of the beauty of that country as well as 
for the avantages which it would bring to Government in the way of pre- 
venting a Russian invasion of India through Thibet and Cashmere. ‘The 
Gilgit mission was connected with this question. Heaven knows what is 
in store for Cashmere. It would seem that Lord Dufferin has not come to 


| this country to govera it, but to check the advance of Russia and to extend 
the British empire. 


Cashmere. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEOUS. 


104. The Samvdd Purna Chandrodaya, of the 24th March, says that 


on : eople in England have not paid much in 
The Countess of Dofferin’ fund. P 4 : 

cree support of the Countess of Dufferin’s fund. 

The natives are paying handsomely for it. But the question is, who ore 


'o be supported by this fund? Perhaps English ladies who will Kuropeanize 
hative females. The natives females have been rendered worthless by 


“ Scanty and superficial education. They may become learned, but they 
should not be \wuropeanized. 


Urntya Papers. 
105. 


The Utkal Dipikd points out that there were three J udgeships 
vacant in the Calcutta Hich Court, and it was 

expected that at least one of these would be 
aoe ) : offered to some competent native gentle- 
Ol the province. It is now disappointed to find that all the appointments 


Vacant ; 
’ . 


Hoek ¢, sp udseships in the Calcutta 


SAMVAD PRABHAKAR, 
March 20th, 1886. 


ANANDa BAZAR 
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were offered to Europeans. From this the paper concludes that the poli 
of Government is marked by a degree of hypocrisy which it is very gq " 
contemplate, for Government always profess to observe no distinction between 
natives and Europeans, whereas they practically contradict such profe 
106. In reviewing the annual + 
Canal Revenue Administration in the Chief Engineer on the canal reveny 
eT administration in Orissa, the same pene 
makes the following observations :— oe 
“ The Chief Engineer remarks that the examination of canal wate 
this year has brought to light that the price of crops, grown by the aid 
canal water, increased by Rs. 6 within the Jurisdiction of the Mahanuddy 
Division, and by Rs, 4-5 within that of the Brahmini-Byturnee Divis 
It would have been edifying to the public if the details of reports of 
increases had been published without concealment of any fact or facts. 
107. Referring to the Resolution of Government on the subject of 
Government officers being summoned to give 
Government officers summoned to give evidence in connection with any case in any 
names | law court, the Sedaka remarks that the 
Resolution will be looked upon as a great hardship by suitors, who may have 
occasion to cite Government officers as witnesses. 
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